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The Opinion Pages ~ coNtrinuTING 0P £D WRITER

The Battle of the Okinawans

MAY 34, 204

As President Barack Obama wound up his visit to Japan last month, the
Japanese and American governments released a joint statement outlining
the outcome of his talks with Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, Almost every
newspaper article I saw focused on the same few issues — above all, the two
Noribiro Kats leaders’ failure to reach an agreement on the Trans-Pacific Partnership, a 12
—_— -nation trade agreement. There was one exception: The Okinawan daily
Ryukyu Shimpo ran on its front page the large headline, “U.S, Military

2 o Presence in Okinawa to Be Permanent,”
B riceeo: Ryukyu Shimpo had picked up on a sentence in the joint statement that
W s other papers had ignored: *The early relocation of Futenma Marine Corps

Air Station to Camp Schwab and consolidation of bases in Okinawa will
ensure a long-term sustainable presence for U.S. forces,” Okinawans have
been fighting for decades to have the Marines’ air operations removed from
the entire Ryukyu archipelago. In January, residents of Nago on Okinawa
Island, where Camp Schwab is located, overwhelmingly re-elected a mayor
who has vowed to block the plan to resettle Futenma there, rejecting a pro-
relocation candidate strongly supported by Mr, Abe’s party.

Okinawans are among the most downtrodden people in the region. In
premodern times, the small Ryukyu Kingdom, as it was known then, was a
tributary state of China and Japan simaltaneously, Japan treated residents
badly after fully annexing the islands in the 18705, The Battle of Okinawa at
the end of World War I killed one in four inhabitants, In the postwar period
the United States turned the Ryukyn Islands into a military colony.

The Opinion Pages

A Military Brat on Okinawa

The Opinion Pages ~ or.£n cONTRIBUTOR

A Military Brat on Okinawa

By SARAHBIRD MAY 21, 2014

1 ORIGINS

FATCH TRANME
B UULY 18

1 first met Hana-san in my family’s laundry room. She was stripped to the
waist, vigorously sudsing her armpits, having just finished mowing our
lawn. Hana was maybe 4-foot-10, a miraculously fit 50-something whose
warm smile verged on the beatific. I was a jet-lagged college freshman,
grumpy about being forced to spend my summers with my Air Force family
at Kadena Air Base on Okinawa, largest of the Ryukyu Islands trailing
beneath the southern tip of the Japanese archipelago, half a world away
from the thrilling upheavals of the late 60s.

Nowadays, when I read about President Obama’s “pivot” to Asia and about
the growing tensions in the East China Sea between China and Japan, I
always recall Hana-san,

1 doubt that any of us military brats, not my three brothers or two sisters,
wondered why a child-size grandma was pushing a hand mower up and
down the Dr. Seuss hill we lived on. We had only a vague idea about the
spoils of war accounting for not just Hana-san, but the vast green swaths of
our golf courses, the concrete rivers of our runways, the aqua diadems of our
many swimming pools and even the “O Club,” where we ate fried shrimp
and watched floor shows. Had we questioned any of it, we'd have received a
blank stare and the answer, “Becaunse we won the war, knucklehead.”

Around one-fourth to one-third of the civilian population died as a result of
the Battle of Okinawa, either killed outright during the invasion or later by
suicide, starvation or disease. On Sept. 8, 1951, Japan and the United States
signed a peace treaty; the day it went into effect is sometimes called the Day
of Shame. Though the prefecture of Okinawa (which includes Okinawa
Island as well as a number of smaller islands) constitutes less than 1 percent
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Okinawa Mayor Takes Fight Against U.S. Base to Washington

DREW STO0NS

= = To aome, the lomg-atalled agreement te reloeste 2 Umited

0 Seates Mesine beae from = heavily popalated sree of Olcnawa, Japan, to =
a=malier city might finzlly be sccing the of day. Daring ks vixt te Jspen

. asas iz Apeil, Scorstary of Defenae Chuck Hegel maid, “We lock forward %o the

. faclity’s comatruction beginnmg scon.” A fzw wesks leter st 2 mewn

R seeference in Tokys, President Obame and Prime Minister Shinze Abe

sgrecd that progreas had been mads

But for Susemu [naminc, mayer of toe amaller city, Nago, the Sght i for

Uns

En mectings st think tanks and

d Statea government

week, Mr. I azid

in Tokye and

Olenzwa's governer, whe suppert the plan, did not apeak foe the aland’

otizena

The oty of Nago, be azid, bas the power to slow dews ce block constrecticn
of the bese by desiding which reads or ports cam be mazd end by exercising

it3 suthority to approve or & wantzd to

y certaim permits. “What I really
express here wey if they snilsterally puah forward this plan sgeinst the lecal

geople, it will mot work well,” he aaid threugh an interpreter.

When Ms. Insminc wes asked st 2 newa
conference whether ke found ey aympathetic
czra en hia tnp, it wea bard for him to 2oy
“This is 2 Jepancee domestic txvas for tae ULS.
peopls.” be conssded. A member of b
deicgsticn asid the mayor did ot heve any
mectings with Department of Defonas staff

mmembers. The by

eat-ranking cxceutive
beanch cificizl with whom they met was the
deputy of the Japan dzak 2t the Depart=ent of

State.

They had a Ettle bit mere Jock ea Caputel Hill,
h ataff
smembers from the offices of cight

where they hed an sadiznes wit

repreasntstives and three scnsten, incading
Barbars Boxer, Demosret of Califoenia; Tem Cobarn, Republiczs of
Okishormas; and Kirsten Gillibeand, Democrst of New York.

When Mr. Inamine waa reclected a3 Nage's mayer in January, it waa acen
23 2 relake to leaders in Tokyo wha wast the baae o remain in Olizawa.

Arcund 73 perse=t of the prople iz Olenzwa de not want a new basc thers,
B

whe met

sszording to Sheils A. Smith of the Coansil en Fersy

with Mr. Inamise a=d biy delegation. The mayer, she 3aid, “hea s very

Japan mayor takes anti-base case to
us
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Washington (AFP) - The mayor of s Japanese

town set to host 2 major US base is taking his case

to the United States, hoping to persuade HELP K'DS STAY IN SCHUUL

Americans that the decision violates democracy. BE A READER, TUTOR, OR MENTOR.
THE P .

Inamine met with scholars and activists this week
in both Washington and New York, hoping to iake his message to grassroots campaigners who

can influence US policy.
"The very principle of democracy is thsat locsl citizens should make decisions,” Inamine told AFP.

"If this happened anywhere else in the world, I'm sure that this would not be acceptable. So why
should it be okay for Okinawans to suffer this burden?” he said.

Okinawa, s subtropicsl region strategically close to areas disputed with China, was administered
by the United States until 1872 and remains the home of half of the 47,000 US troops in Japan,
which was stripped of its right to maintain a military following World War i1

In hopes of easing locsl grievances. the United States and Japsn agreed in 1898 to dismantle the
Futenms air station which lies in the crowded city of Ginowan and move it to sparsely populated
Nago but the plan has been delayed by protests.

Abe sppeared to bresk through the logjam in December when Okinaws's Governor Hirokszu
Nakaima gave his blessing in return for promises of 3 massive cash injection from Tokyo.

Inamine. who cannot directly veto the plan, said he was telling US activists that construction would
"destroy the precious and very unique biodiversity” of Nago, a habitat for the dugong, a rare sea

mammal.

"This base is designed to last for more than 100 years. So on top of the 62 years siready, this
mesans we will have to suffer for at least sanother 100 years. This is not something we can sccept,”
he said.
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Okinawa Mayor Invokes Sea Cow
Deaths to Stop U.S. Base

31 PM GMT+09 0 Comments &= Email  Print

'Y May 21

u Inamine, the mayor of Nago on Okinawa island, acknowledges he's failed so far to persuade
nese and U.S. govemments to drop plans to move an American military base to ecologically

2

sensitive land in his

Twitter But he’s not giving up.

Inamine yesterday questioned the effectiveness of the U.S. military force on Okinawa and vowed to

use his mayoral authority to block permits for the new base. He also promised to press his case with

@ the global community and environmentalists about the threat the facility would pose to the biodiversity
of Nago’s Henoko area, in

luding to endangered sea cows also known as manatees.

“Why should only Okinawa hold the burden for security of all of Japan, when the presence of U.S
Marines doesn't play a big role in deterring China?" Inamine, 68, said in an interview in Washington
*1, as mayor, have operational control over two ports that are needed for use as construction landfil
@ sality 10 block acoesa"

and | will exercise all powers in t

s among the most contentious issues in relations

o The American military presence on Okinawa rem:

between the U.S. and Japan. Over the years, U.S. o

icials have apologized for crimes committed by
servicemen and faced anger over noise, pollution and accidents tied to the bases.

Outrage over the 1995 rape of a 12-year-old girl by three U.S. servicemen led to an agreement the
following year to try to reduce the burden on the island by shifting Marine Corps Air Station

@ Futenma out of the city to a site to be built partly on reclaimed land in the more rural Henoko region.

The plan was re-endorsed a decade later.

Strategically Important

Okinawa, Japan's southern-most archipelago, makes up less than 1 percent of the country’s land area
and hosts about half the 38,000 U.S. military personnel stationed in Japan. It's regarded as
strategically important by the U.S. because it's close 1o Southeast Asia and Taiwan

Japan has been seeking to strengthen its military ties with the U.S. at a time when it is embroiled in a
territorial dispute with China. On April 24, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and U.S. President
Barack Obama “affirmed the resolve on both sides” to make “steady progress” on the relocation of
the Futenma Air Station

Sea Cow

Faceno:

3

Inamine, who was wisiting New York and Washington this week, said he wasn't able to persuade the

0

Bt U.S. government officials and members of Congress he met to scrap plans for the facility at Henoko.
As part of his effort to rally opposition to the base, he sat down with representatives from the Marine
o Mammal Conservancy on May 19. He said he hopes to engage U.S. environmentalists on threats the
new base would pose to Henoko's unspoiled coastline and to creatures such as the dugong, a

relative of the sea cow.

9
]
g
]
]
V

Linkedin
With Abe's Liberal Democratic Party holding a strong majority in the Diet, the prime minister can
easily alter the law to bypass Inamine if needed. Inamine said he recognizes the possibility of such
egal changes, though he added that such a move would have serious implications for the Japanese

democracy

“A majority if not all of the residents don’t want the base in our city and what does it mean for both the
us.

and Japan to ignore citizens' voices?" Inamine said.

A poll published by regional broadcaster Ryukyu Asahi on Dec. 3 found three-quarters of the 1,076
respondents said Futenma, now located in the city of Ginowan, should be moved outside the
prefecture or outside the country. About 72 percent said the governor shouldn't approve the land
reclamation project to build the new base. The survey was carried out between Nov. 28 and Dec. 2
and gave no margin of error.
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Nago Mayor Says No Way to New American Air Base on
Okinawa
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